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7 Hat ts the Soul of Man, and whether 

Eternal ? 

Anjfw. ’Tis aknown Story of, the 

Philofopher , who being ask’d wiiat God was, took at firft 
a dayes time to anfwer it, aod when thatwas elaps’d, de- 
mancled ftill more time for the Refolution, ’rill ac length 
he was compell’d to acknowledge ’twas an unfathomable 
Depth wherein he might foon lof himflf, but never find 
a Bottom. The excelient Epiletus thus accofts his Friend, 
—‘* Thy Reafon makes thee 4 kintoGOD— fee chat theu 
* do nothing unworthy fo greata Relation. {f then the 
Soul be fo like God, it muft be d:ficule to fiad that out 
to perfeétion, though fomething may be known of that 
as well as its Maker. An exact Definition we can’t pre- 
tend to give, nor perhaps any Man upon Earth, fince our 
aétual jnowledge being fo fhort that we underftand rot 
Marter it fe'f, no wonder if what we now fuppofe, and 
fhall endeavour to prove immaterial, fhou’d extreamly 
gravel and confound us: Some tolerable Deicription then 
will be as far as we fhall pretend to advance, but therein 
hope to give fomewhat diftincterNotion of the thing than 
is ufually brought, afferting nothing but what is or fhall 
be made intelligible. and that from fuch Pringiples as are 
either agreed upon by all Seéts in Philofophy, or have the 
as undoubred futtiage of Experience urcummon Reafon, 
and which we hope will be able to fulve moft of the QOb- 
jections brought againft this Doétrine, with all reguir- 
ang, thus much Juftice of the Reader not to condemn any 
thing before he his thorougly confider'd it, and then 
read ly granting him the Phitofophical Liberty of making 
what Objeétions he pleafes. 

Our Notion chen of the Soul of Man is — That ‘tis an 
Immaterial SubRance made afterthe Imaze of GOD, which 
together which a rightlyOrganiz’d Boly, makes g Man — The 
Explanation whereof will we hope give a tdlerable Kefo- 
Jution of this grand Queftion. 

1. Tis a Subftance, which we prove, 1, Bythe Defi- 
nition of a Subftince — A thing fubfifting by ic felf, and 
fubjet? ro Accidents. That the Soul furfifts by it felf, 
will be granted, if we can prove that ’tis not in any thing 
asan Accident, that is, foasto be abfent without the 
injury or deftruétion of the subject, which will be done 
anon, when we prove ‘tis no Accident, That ’tis fubjeét 
to Accidents, is, plain, and that too aa faft Subjeét; 
Learning, and 3 hundred other things are Accidents, yet 
we {ce fome learned, others unlearned, .d9c. 

2. Itmuft bea Subftance, becaufe ’tis no Accident — 
and one of the two it muft be if it be any thing.: ¢ and that 
there is fume Princip'e of Aétion within us, none deny.) 
This is prov’d both from the general Notion ofan Acci- 
dent, hintedat before, which denys it to be alaft Subjed, 
as the Soul's; and more clearly by removing ali thofe 
Accidents which are pretended to conftitute what we call 
the Soul of Man. Among which ’twillbe fufficient if 
w@prove *tisno qualityor temperament of the Body arifing 
from different qualities and humours. A made Quality 
can’t aét, though when ina requifire Subje€t it may in 
fome fenfe enable, it to aét. But this Principle within us 
does it felf aét, borh upon the Body and Ideas which it 
has form'deither with or without its aid And if one 
Quality cannot aft, no more can feveral, or | know not 
what Refultance from all together. Furthes, were this 
Priuciple of Aétion within us, which we call the Soul 
nothing but fucha fort of Crafis of the Body, contifting, of, 
or refulting from its different humours, this Soul moft 
neceffarily decay as this Temperament is injur’d or weak- 
en’d by Difeafes or ap poashing Death. But nothing more 
common than to fee Perfons juft going out of the World, 
wher to be fure the Body is tn fufficient diforder, enjoy- 
ing their Reafon, in as high adegree as ever, and not 
rarely more intenfely chan while in perfeét Health, which 
not only proves this Principle of Aétion within ( what- 
ever it is) fomething far nobier than a fleeting kind of I 
know not what quality or qualities, but leads us fairly to 
the firft and remote Difference of the Soul, its immateria- 
lity, that very indigeftible Term tofome Perfons, with- 
out fear of whofe Cenfures or Arguments we fhall fall on 
that 

Second Branch of our Difinision, and endeavour, we 
hope not unfuccefsfully to prove it —— An Immatctial 
Subftince. And this we fhall do, _ | ee 

1 Ly removing any fuppos’d abfurdity or conbradi@lon if 
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thofe Terms. The World has feen a fet of Philofopbers. who 
will pretend to regulate both the rhoughts and words of aff 
Mankind by their own Notions and Weimfies. Mr. Hobbs 
would fain teaob Ariftorle to fpeak, and will neither let him 
nor us call a {pade afpade, becaufe he thinks a band-b<rrow 
wou’d bea proper word for'r. Never had Man grofer 
Notions, though he pretends to be the moft refin’! of Men, 
and neither to/peat or think withouta demonftration, this 
mayn’t be fo much digrefion as fome will b: apt to call it: 
The common Idiom of our Languague and the vulgars Dif- 
courfe generally ufe the word fubftance inthe grofer fence, 
for fomething they can feel, and which for that reafon 
they generally call frbfanrial, making the very dullef of 
of their fenfes the fole Judge of what isfovery Nice, that 
even inthe Fudgment of Mr. Hobbs himfelf it often flys 
our fenfes, and prchaps in fome Cafes our very Reafon — 
Nor do the People, for this very Caufe, ever dream that 
the Air isa subjtance, (making that and Ghoff terms con- 
vertible though we are fure tis fo, as that the Earth 
it felf is. Howeverthis Norion extreamly pleas’d thofe 
fhort-thinking Perfons who were gladto find any op- 
portunity of laughing at what they did not underftand, 
and was accordingly improv’d by the forenam’d Gentle- 
man. But fhould we fife this matter to the bottom, ’tis the 
thing, not the word they are angry with, and if we once 
prove there is fuch a thing as an immaterial (ubflance, which 
is juft as great an impropriety as rational Animal, they may 
grieve their Hearts out, before they make us think the 
words abfurd or ridiculous. 

That the Soul is a fubflance we have already prov'd that 
it may without any abfurdity bean immaterial fubflance, we 
have endeavour’d to fhow, that it is [uch a {nbftance we 
fha!} thus proceed to evince. 

The Efences of things are known hy their Properties and 
Operations: Whatever then a‘ts beyond the power of mat- 

ter cannot be matter, is fomething above matter, is immate- 
rial. This the Soul of Adan does, therefore it deferves 
that Title. 

The grand Queftion it muft be confei’d, is ftill, How far 
the Power of Matter reaches ? or if that ben’t fo pr 
Term,How far Matter may be modify'd by a fuperiour J 
and to what finefs it may be redpc’d and how . 
Machines may be found out of it: That we don’t nd 
to refolve, biit this we may venture to fay, that if we 
can find fomething which has no relation, or congruity with 
Matter, or at leaft is not fuch; upon fuch an Obje® we 
may condude Mastery cannot naturally 42 But fuch No- 
tions and things we are fare are within us: As for Exam« 
ple - Conjun@ion and Divifion, Or Affirmation and Ne- 

gation; ftill-continu’d-Refle@ion, witha poffibility of fil 
drawing it finer and finer almoft jnfinitely: Thele things 
meer Matter, feems not capable of, how fubsle and fine 
foever youl’l fuppofe it, becaufe it a@s only by Images, 
but we have no Image of Affirmation and Negation, on Safe 
Bion either, Adions weare fure pafs within us, and which 
we learnt not from abroad, but cou'd exercife as long fince 
as we are able to remember. The words indeed by which 
we exprefs thofe Adions we receive from abroad, but not 
the things; | have a Notion of a Tree, a Houle, a Man, in 
my Fancy, andcan fhut my Eye and refleit vietdly enough 
on the fhapes uf ‘em depitted in my Braid; . but defie all 
the World to fhow me a Pifure of that RefeBion, and fo 
onward, or to tell me m what Colours —~the Aa of firs 
mation and Negation, I will and!- will not, are inferib‘d 
inthe Fancy... “¢ Pee ee 

Nay further, the very Novion or Idsa of an immaterial 


‘ot fpiritual fubftance,. which we find much after the fame 


manner with thofe before mention‘d injtampt on our minds 
wou'd be a very confitlerable Argurient of the truth and 
reality of che thing it felf, cou‘d,we once prove it innate 
and not receiv'd ourmard Images by Difcourfe or Read- 
ing — ie . . ‘ ‘ ‘ a 

ae belies nnidg in #. of this N No 
Age, nor perhaps Place where ‘tis not believ'd ; conf 


or ngfis 95t the Queftion, fince ‘tis enough we are t 
far certain —that a Seate.after Death has been univ. 


credited, and that we have fomething in us wich a7 


vives our Bodies, But the Politick Inflinsions and Laws of 

perhaps all. Nations in the World we can track and dif- 

cover; of this we caa never find rhe root, tor ever fhe 
ur Selves; hiw long loever we cot 


any where byt ip 


© 
fitie the fruittels ZAgubry. 


 Poflible in a great meafure > pefores 
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The next Member of our Dicriprion of the Son! is, That 
"tis made atrer the Image of God } Nor will that b: found 
fo loofe or indiftin® a Notion as fomewill at the farit glance 
perhaps imagine it. 1 be iewe Moses wroteasa Philefepber 
as wae a Divine, and ar leaft in what concerns the Hap- 
pine/s of Man, under which fome compercnt knawledge of his 
own Soul &ems to be induded, gives as juit Notions of 
things: He tells us, that Man was Created 4fter Gods Image; 
this i don’t expeét fhould pafS with chofe who pretend 
themfelves fo averfe to Authority without Reafon — Tis 
from Experieace then, both of others and themfelves we 
are toargue with’em. Accordingly we fay that Mam was 
made with a dependance on, fubferviency to, and Image 
of God, as Beafts bear the faine Kelation to Man ; and add, 
that this Image will very much explain the Nacure of the 
humane Soul, and give us fome of thofe incommunicable 
Properties there, of which no Beaft can ever pretend to, 
though they have fome fort of image or refemblance of 
them | 
We all then acknowledge, that that adorable perfection 
who made the World is utbounded or Infinite in all his attri- 
bytes. We (hall inftance in fome of them, and fhew the 
Refemblance our Souls bear towards them, beth as to their 
extent and perfeion ; and thele are the knowledge of God 5 
his Power and Sovereignty; and his Fullice and Love of order. 
Now the Soul hasa lively /mage or Refemblance of the fir 
of thefe in its infinite Capacity and unbounded defire of Kxow- 
ledge, which, whatever the Ses may have, has h idly 
any Shore to which it fhall go and no further, nor can ever 
be /atisfied with lefS than an Jnfinite Obje®,  Athas fecondly 
an Image of the Sovereignty and Power of God, in that Em- 
pire it has over it felf and the vifible World, and that noble 
Liberty it has towards reprefented Objetts ; This defire too 
is inexpleable by allthe World, and carriesa fort of an 
infinitene/s with it. Laftly, it bears about with itan /mage 
of the Fuslice of God, in its natural Love to Order, anc 
that Con(cience which it cannever totally efface, but which 
fits entbron‘d in the Mind, is abfolute and Sovereign there, 
can never be fore‘d or control‘d, but pafles Fudgment with- 
in its felf both ofa mans own Aétions, and thofc,of all the 
Uasiverfe, : 

Nor is any of this fuppos’d, only, ‘tis plain ungenyable 
matter of Fatt, and what all the World muft acknowledge, 
if they be either ju/t or Ingenious. 

Butnone of all thefe Divine Signatures are, that we 
know of, in Brute Cteatures, whichare ®ut meer mods/y‘d 
matter, nor Ought we to grant any powers in them which 
cannot be prov'd and clear’d by fuch Acts asare not equi* 
vocal and uncertain. Their Knowledge, if they have any 
thing can be call’d fo, has nothing like Jnfinite in it, nor 
fo much as a Capacity thereunto, *Tis but the faing /mage 
of ours, as ours of a bigher, and muft needs be as dilute and 
weak as the Rays of the Sun when refleed and refrafed {e- 
veral times from one Obje to another. ’Tis only or pria- 
cipally for the Service of man, to whom ’tis of much more 
uje than tothemfelves: ’Tis limited one way, for one direét 
ufe and end, There appears no com{ciou/nefs of it, nor Re- 
a upon it, 4bftraitedly confidered, as we are fure we 

ve in our own, and can never prove in theirs ; and fo in 
the other /nflances mentioned. 

The laft Claufe of the Defcription ts this, [ which united 
with a fitly organiz’d body, conftitutes a man. ] As what 
went before diftinguifh't ic from meer matter, io this does 
from meer Jpirit, or Ange: As for the latter branch 
of the Queftion, Whether this Soul be Eternal? If what’s 
already prov’d ffands firm, that will hardly be dery’d For 
if by eternal is intended only Immortal, as 1 prefume. the 
Querift only means, or eternal a parte poff as the Schools call 
it; it muft unavoidably be fo, becaule ‘tis immaterial ; for 
I can conceive no means of its ceafing to be, becaufe I can 
have no notion of a difolution where there are no parts, or 
none without each other. 

*,* Twasrefolv’d to have difcuft another great Quefi- 
ex nearly ally’d to this of the 6o0ul of man, namely con- 
cerning the knowledge of Brutes, and what Principles they 
are acted by in thofe ftrange things they perform- --But 
this now difpatcht being of great moment, and taking up 
more time than was detigned, that muft be poftponed to 
the next Tuefday. : 

Queft, 2. Do words exprefs thimgs.as they are in their own 
Nature? 

Anfw. Yes they do;for if our words exprefs not the 
_ things which we conceive in our Minds, as they are in 
their own Natures, then our Conceptions are erroneous, 
and our words improper or falfe ; and ifthere be not an 
edequation of ourConceptions with the things we conceive, 
there can be no metapbyficaltruth ‘in us; wich 
in the agreement of our thoughes with the things, as erhi- 
eal truth doth in the confent ofour words to our thoughts, 


Our ( ions are our internal words which réprefent 
real things, and our external words teprefent Con- 


ceptions, a 


eg i iri i 
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by confequence, they expref rhingsas they 
are in their matuces 5 So Adam in Parad:fe gave Names :o 
the Creatures according to their Narurcs, and fo have 
wife men ever fince. The Latines call cheSea Mare, qus- 
fi amarum, from its faltnefs or bitternets, for it ig fo ia 
ics own nature. -” ee + 

_Queft 3. Whether Judicial Afirology is lawful? . 
- Aajw. Amongf all Sciences I kngw not of ary one fo 
ridiculoas 3 the Art being 2 fuperjirudure upon falje owas 
tions, The whole is too much to treat on here, 7 iil 
only expofe the Ground-work, and leave the World to 
judge what that building muft be which 's ere€ted on tucn 
ftuth.-- The farft bufinels of the Affrologers is to taxe t” 
Pofition of the Planets, and examine their Afpe/s, Digr:- 
ties, Debiltties, ce. An’ Alped is the diflerence of Cegices 
between fuch and fuch Planets, as a Trine, Quartile, Sex- 
tile, dc. A Dignity or Dedility ( according to OMeanxs ) 
is the increafe or decreale of the innate Vertue of the Pia- 
net by being in fuch or fuch a fignof the Zodiack, beiicdhs 
Retrogradation, Station, Direction have their Dignicics 
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and Dehilities aingned ‘em, Uc. to 
; , : , } . Ara 
But by the way, whi fhoulda Ssasicn be charged with 
7 


debilities, whereas in reafon it ought to have Dig 
beicg ftronger in influence (if any ) by its fixing. Why 


- 
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NIMs, 


fhould a Cazimi be five fortituces, and yet Combuftian, 
which is nearer the Sun, an! by conicquence of a grearce 
influence ( ifany) havefive Debilisies. And how thouild 
a Sextile and Trine be goud, ania Quartile, whic is d 

tween both,and farther from an Oppolition thana Trine, 


be bad. Again, Sanrn, Fupiter and Mars from their 
Conjunétion of the to their Oppotition have twe 
Fortitudes, and from their Oppolition to their Conjuntt- 
on have two Debilitics : And yet in the great Semz-circe 
that carries from Oppofition to. Conjurétion, they ate 
far nearer the Sun, an: therefore (if.at any time) much 
ftronger than in the beginning of that Semicircle that 
leads from their Conjunétion to thelr Oppotition——~ 
Again, Mars is hot becaufe ‘tis red, Saturn cold becaufe 
pale, doc, Now ’tis demonftrable that Stars are opake and 
dark bodies, only they borrow their light from the Refle- 
ction of the Suns beams upon the Earth, and are probabiy 
as coldasthe Earth it felf, it being remarkable that the 
greateft Frofis happen when the Skye appears the moft 
Starry; al! which Suppofitions want reafon as much as 
they do demonftration.--- kut to ruine the whole bedy of 
Afirology at once, We aflert that there is no real Zodiack in 
Heaven, or if ye will, no Heaven, for fuch a Zodiack 
where thele !mpoftors would have Aoufes tenantable by 
Trigons, Triplicities, &c. °Tis an old Error of Ptolomy 
and his Followers, who, not underfianding the true 
Syftem of the Worid, and the Moétion ct the Earth, in 
which is folv’d the ‘Anticiparion of the Zquinoxes, have 
fram'd an Heaven above Calum Stellatum, and a Zodiack 
that did not recede fiom Eaft to Weft as the fiarry Zodi- 
ack does, which fome of the moft learned A ftrologers are 
fo ingenious as to confefs. Whereupon it appears that 
all the noife of Exaltation, Triplicity, Trigotis, Afgeéis, 
ice are a fardel of Gibberifh Nullities, invented on pur- 
pofe to abufe the Creduliry of Children and Fools. 

Thus much for Afrologers and Scholars to jucge of, and 

for the fake of others, we add {f the Stars could infera 
neceffity of fuch and fuch,Events, Mans erdeavours are 
fruitiefs.---That all born at the {ame Moment fhould have 
thé fame Fortunes; That two Duelifis defiring to know 
their Fate, and comingtoan Aftrologer at the fame time, 
fhould by one Pofition of the Heavens be refolved they beth 
fhould be Conquerors, or both conquered.----That Aftto- 
logers, for all. their knowing what Climate is beft to live 
in, when to travail, &c. can never tell the beft for then 
felves, but are zenerally mear, little ndedy fellows, whole 
Life gives their Pretenfions the Lye. That chough thefe 
pretend to foretel the grcatefi Events, asthe rife and fall 
of Kingdoms, they are ignorant in little ones, as their 
own Fate.----This Art takes all men off from their depen. 

dance on Heaven, teaching them to attribute to the Crea- 

tures what is due to the Creator. An A’rologer is the 

moft notorious Lyar, by faying Ven caules Adultery, 

Mars Murder, Fupiser RightcoulnelS, ce. 1 have done, 

only L will propofe one Query to the Aftrologers, and if 
they anfwer it, and tell me by what Rule, I promife an 

open Recantation of all I have {aid ; the Query is, Who is 

the Author of this Anfuer? 

Queft. 4. An liceas mulieribus belum gerere ? 

Aafm, Philofophi voluerunt, ut alia exercitia ita bella 
mulieribus cum vitis fle communia 5 verum Scriptuta 
docet ordinarie eas familiam curare debere, & rationem 
habere pudicitiz 5 ita.tamen ut, fi neceffitas Reip, con- 
fervande id exegerit, debeant milites juvare ; & fi princi- 
pes frminz fuerint, eas pofle exercitui intereffe, & ali- 
quomodo przeffe, utexemplum Dehore 7 udic..4. & alia- 
rum docuit : ordinarie very militiz ftuderé non debent. 
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Refolving W EEKLY all the moft 


Nice and Curious Queftions 


Propos’d by the IN GE NIOUS, 


Licenled and Entred accoyding to Dyder. 


Queft. 1. Hat fore of Creatures the 
World in the Moon may 
be fuppofed to be inhabited 

by ? Whether they are governed by revealed Laws 

as we are, and whether they bave bodies like onrs, 
and what fort of Nourifhment or Life they have? 
Anfw. We won't be fo uncivil to the Gentle- 
man who fends this Queftion, as to call hima La- 
natick one, as {ome of the Fathers do that up- 
on which the old Controverfie about Eaffer de- 
pended. All we fhall fay is, that the Quefti- 
on makes alittle too much hafte, and fuppofes 
on fafterthan any probability can follow it. In- 
deed we mult take leave to fay that the matter 
will hardly bear a grave Anfwer, fince we have 
not fo much as one footftep of either Experience 
or Reafon to guide us therein, and we don’e 

pretend to Revelation. Whether the Joon be a 

World or no like ours, alkour Telefcopes can- 

not yet give us any tolerable certainty. We 

fee indeed Spots upon the Face of it, fome tran- 
fient, others permanent, but can make little 

of em; thus far perhaps we may go, and I'd 

be unwilling to venture a ftep farther, becaufe 

‘cis an eafie matter to ftumble in the dark,—That 

by what appears tO us it may be habitable, 

fince the Shades, and Light, Gc. wou'd per- 

{wade us ’tis a folid body, perhaps in it felf 

opacous too; nor have we any Reafon to 

think it fhould have fo much as any light of 
its Own, nor an igneous or Jyminous Orb as 
the Sun is, becaufe we can’t: find the leaft fen- 
fible heat proceeding from its r4ys , though 
both fhining in their own full vigour, and 
contraéted in a Burning-Glafs, whereas we 
have feen Glafles made of that exquifite Per- 
fection as to gather the /cattered Rays of the 

Sun at a Worth-window in a dark day when 

its body was clouded, fo as to give a fenfible 

warmth. Habitable therefore we deny not 
but it may) be, but what fort. of Inhabit apts 
dwell there, what their owiedes ‘Laws, 


> 


Cuftoms and Manner of Life, we think it ng 
great difgrace. to confefs. our Ignorance . in, 
and believe no man can refolve. the Quersft, 
uuleis he7 ll pleafe to confult Domingo Gonzales, 
or Bergerac’s trie ‘Hiftory of, ‘thofe Regen 
where he may Meet with a. Very fatisfactory 
Account as to_all the Points in Queftion. . 

Queft. 2. Where was the Land of Nod? &c. * 

Anfw. This Queftion has béen' fent'in twice 


or thrice, by fome Perfons who feem tothink 


themfelves very witty, and: their Objeftions 
unanfwerable. But a thouland things which 


at firft fight appear much more difficult than 
thefe, are blown off at the firft thought. In 
anfwer to this, what if we fhou'd fay the Land 
of Nod was no where, or every where, ——'twould 
ferve well enough to puzzle thofe who pretend 
to do as much ey others. It may be an apella- 
tive only, fignifying a wandring and vagabond 
fort of Life, as fome of the greateft Commen- 
tators explain it. But if it be a proper Name, 
we may be moft likely to find it there where 
we find the City Enoch, foon after built by 
Cain. Now this City being the firft City in 
the World, the Name, Scituation, and Me- 
mory of it might very eafily be preferved by 
Voah and his Sons after the Flood , and the 
Country thereabouts in after Ages be called by 
that Name. Accordingly we find the Henochi- 
ans in feveral Places in the earlieft Ages about 
Pontus, Colchis, Uz, Eaft of Eden, as this Land 
is defcribed, where if a determin’d Place, we 
fhall fix tne Land of Nod, till we fee any rea-~ 
fon to the contrary. 

As for Cain’s going from the Prefence of the 
Lord, it may fairly enough be interpreted—— 
his lofing Gods Favour and protecting, prefence 
by his fins. . This the forementioned ingenious 
Gentleman thinks the fence of the words, but 
with all refpect dueto fo great a man, there's 
another , which to us, feems more probable, 
namely,—— That he only was removed from 
the publick Service of God, than exercifed in 
his Father Adams Family. Both fences are fafe, 
- Je, Impartial Reader chufe which he likes 

Queft. 3. Where extingnifl’d Fire gots? 

 Anjm. The more grofs  excrementitions 
parts of it fall down to the Earth, and the 
more fu 


ken from it, is very 
Ful. Scal, Excer. 9. vi 
cats mel feat 
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deavour togive it Satisfattion. ——In order ta .« 
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will refolvt it; the other tying our felves to 
the ftrict rigid Definitions: that the Philofo- 
phers give us of it, who make Virtwe fo much 
of its Eflence, that none can according to 
them be Friends befides good Men, which 
feems too fine and narrow a Notion, and con- 
tradiéted by our common Experience ; which 
often enough prefents us with Inftances of the 
higheft Faith, ‘Generofity and Kindnefs to- 
wards each other in thofe who are of a far 
different Character. 

The Defcription then which we rather chufe 
of Friendhip is, — That ’ts an snitmate Union 
of Minds berween two Perfons, founded either on 
Similitude or Benefits , nd produttive of the moft 
noble and generous Abtions, 

"Tis an Union of Minds: | A thing eafily 
enough underftood, though bard to explain, 
every one knows it when he feels it, and for 
this we may appeal to every one who has it. 
That ’tis not a Union of Body, that it confifts 
not in kind Expreflions and great Proteftati- 
ons, we have as much certainty of, as that 
there are thoufands married who are not Friends, 
and ten thovfand will complement you very 
handfomly , who at the fame time if they had 
a handfome opportunity, would cut your 
Throat. 

Tt muft be of two Perfons only.) *T will be rea- 
dily granted that many Perfons may behave 
themfelves friendly towards each other, and 
fo be faid to have a fort of partial Friendfhip, 
But yet ftill one thing is certain, as was urg’d 
formerly in the cafe of Polygamy, that the 
more Sharers there are ina Heart, the fmaller 
muft the parts be which every one pofleffes. 
But we {peak here of Friendfhip in its height 
and vigour, not fo dilute and weak as what we 
find in common Converfe, or ordinary Ac- 
quaintance , and therefore it admits of no 
more than two at once as the Subject of it — 
for in any other Circumftances the Union 
could not be fo ftrigt and intimate as the De- 
finition here, and the Nature of the thing it 
felf requires. 

It muft be founded either on mutual Similitudes 
or Benefus:] The only Reafons and Seeds of 
Friendfhip. On Similitude, for no man loves, 
at leaftintenfely, what is unlike him, though 
fometimes perhaps he may honour it; and 
this Similitude may affect without diftiné re- 
flection thereon, though generally we obferve 
fomething alike in thofe we make our Friends, 
either in Body, Circumftances, # r, or 
manner of Life. Though efter all, 1 think 
Benefits are the Foundation of many more 
Friendfhips than the other , unlef$ we'll chufe 
to fay that a man principally and ufualiy ---- 
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the moft noble and 
generons Aétions : | That’s the effect and end of 
it, nothing is a greater. Contradiction,: or 
greater Nonfence, than a barren Priendfiip.— 

Tis the nioft reltlef§ thing in World, and 
joft contrary to its oppofites, Hatred or En- 

vy, which are never pleas'd, but when doin 

Mifchief, is never well fatisied but while ’tis 
doing of good, and conferring of Benefits-—— 
and thofe of the higheff Nature. A poor man 
may be really as magnanimous as a Cre/us or q 
Cafar, and no benefit in the World like Coun- 
fel, Comfort, Sympathizing with Sorrow or 
Joy, which are in the Power of all men to 
difpofe of wherethey fee convenient. 

Thus have we endeavoured to give a ruce 
kind of sketchor fome few outlines of this no- 
ble Virtue. If now we are ask’d whether 
there be any fuch thing in the World, wean- 
fwer, there may be, becaufe the notion on’e is 
not impoffible, but where it aétually is we won't 
pretend to difcover. 

Queft. 9. Why may there not be invented a per- 
petual Motion ? 

An. Archimedes that indefatigable Ingui- 
rer into Mathematical Speculation, having thig 
Queftion propofed unto him, viz. Whether he 
could remove the Globe of this World, he made 
this Anfwer, Lhat if the propofer could find ano- 
ther Bafis to fix the foot of his Engine upon, be 
would undertake toremove st. In like manner we 
fay, Find us Bodies or Matter that are qualified 

for a perpetual Motion, and we'll undertake the 
affirmative of the Queftion, But if upon a par- 
ticular fearch of every individual Particle of 
the Creation, we find nothing but what is fub- 
je& to change (vot by flux of time, for time 
deftroys nothing ,. but by ) Motion and Anti- 
pathies in Nature, then it follows that rhe im- 
poffbility of perpetual duration, neceffitates the im- 
poffibility of a perpetual Motion. | 

Queft. 6. wharis w be thought of the Trafmigration of 
J 
“aahe The Notion that we have of it is, that the great 
Propagators of thac Doctrine , as Plato, Pythagoras, Plo 
tinus, Se. taught it ( not becaulethey believed it, but ) 
to ftir uptheir Auditors to a defire of great and vertuous 
Aétions by telling them if in habitsof Vertue cheir Chil- 
dren fhould be born, the Souls of the greateft Heroes 
would chufe themas proper Manfions for their aétuatioa, 
and fo on the contrary, but it appears fy ridiculous a 
Doétrine to any thinking Perfons, that ’tis{tarce worth 
the Confutation ; however for the Inquirers fake ( who 
perhaps may think he has got theSoul of Empedocles ) I 
will throw. away one Argument to profelyte him, wigs 
Ina. Tranfmigration of one, Soul in and out of feveral 
Bodies, which of all thefe Bodies muft the Soul be joyned 
to at the day of Judgment ? and if it has aéted fome that 


have been wicked and fome good, how can it juftly ‘an 
dergoe one Sentence. 
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Advertifement.. 


: 4 HIS isto fatisfie the Gemleman that defired to. know tober 
ther he or bis Friends might -propofe their Queftions, in 
French or Dutch, becawle they sould not write Englith,. shag 
they may ( or in any otber Langu e) and frall bave Anfwets 
to them as foon as ‘we'bave difparcht thofe’ Queftions we have’ ‘abe 
ready received, which webope to do by the 2¢tb. of tbe Inflanes 


fers Benefits where he finds fome_likenefs ; ! 
congruity to himfelf. Expect an, thin, 4 ee wee tne co gp sa paid gy vin 10 fend is 
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"tis imp > ‘tis ridiculoas, nay, 1 quefti- *i/e thofe Genslémen'thar fext ue one Macbemstictl, and ‘rk 
on whether the Angels themfely ‘d love saifatoen this Week, ball Joon bear from ws vo sheir full 
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